DINGLE Hub and Corca Dhuibhne Community Forum would like to sincerely thank everyone who came out to support our community walk/cycle on the Ventry High Road (L8039) on Sunday, September 21.

We started a discussion around Quiet Roads that day and 150 of you turned up to walk or cycle the route from Lady’s Cross to Ceann Trá.

The purpose of the event was to start a conversation about the concept of Quiet Lanes or Quiet Roads - shared spaces with lower speed limits and extra signage that remind motorists they share the road with cyclists, pedestrians and livestock!

We asked you for your thoughts and ideas and any concerns you have around Quiet Roads and 88 of you responded and we thank you especially for taking the time to jot down your views.

One walker commented: “I’ve always thought it should be for the usage of residents only, walkers, cyclists, and Local Link bus if necessary.” 

“Tá an iomarca tráchta air, carranna ag tetheadh ós na rothaithe atá ar an bpríomh bhóthar,” a dúirt duine amháin.

One local said: “I walk on the road daily and live on the road. 
“I think with less traffic it would be much safer for children who also walk, cycle and go to school from here. 
“Sometimes it's scary how people drive on the road.” 

Scríobh duine eile: “Is smaoineamh an-maith é. 
“Bíonn an-chuid daoine ag siúl ar an mbóthar i rith an tsamhraidh agus bíonn an-chuid cairteacha ag úsáid an bhóthair mar ‘short cut’ go Ceann Trá.
“Díreach an bóthar a dhéanamh sábháilte do na haon duine.” 

Another said: “Ní úsáidim é faoi láthair. Tá sé ró-dhainséarach.” 

Another sounded a cautionary note: “Be careful of damaging hedgerows or disrupting flora or fauna.” 

Manager of Dingle Hub, Deirdre de Bhailís is delighted with the response and the numbers of people who have engaged with the discussion.
The Hub is leading the National Pathfinder Project on the Dingle Peninsula and looking for alternative, safer and more sustainable ways for people to move around without having to rely on the private car.
 
Deirdre said: “It was fantastic that so many people took the time to join us and share their thoughts about Bóthar Árd Ceann Trá. 
“This road plays a vital role for everyone living and working locally —it’s essential for getting to school, work, the shop, and the beach, and it’s a vital link for public transport, farming, and recreation.”

Deirdre said the feedback received shows a strong desire to make this road safer and more enjoyable for everyone, whether you're walking, cycling, driving or moving livestock.

“People told us how much they value natural beauty here and want to enjoy it with their families, but there are real concerns about speeding, traffic volumes and safety - especially for children and older residents,” she said.

Suggestions received from the public ranged from better signage and lower speed limits to improved infrastructure and more driver awareness.

“Our next step is to work together to identify a range of practical measures based on this initial feedback,” Deirdre added.

We’ll be coming back to regular road users and the wider community to discuss these options in detail so everyone has a say in shaping what happens next.
“This is a community effort and everyone’s voice will be needed to guide the way forward,” she said.

Dingle Hub and Corca Dhuibhne Community Forum are organising a similar event in Dún Chaoin in the spring when we will again be inviting people to join us on a 2km loop from Tigh Kruger to Scoil Dhún Chaoin.

‘Ní neart go cur le chéile!’
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